Canal

By: Elan Viss

     I took the steamroller out on a canal ride the other day, and for the first time in a while I did not care about the music I was listening to, the weather I was riding in, or the terrain that I was on. I cared only about the ride; the transfer of energy from my legs to the cranks to the drive train, and I was not disappointed with the bike. I was impressed thoroughly. The ride that I went on was a loop through the country that I used to ride in training for a “twenty-four hours of adrenaline” race. I put one cyclocross tire on the front wheel, and despite the fact that it still had a road tire in the back, the steamroller handled the sandy and muddy canal terrain better than some of the mountain bikes that I have ridden on the same path. It made the twelve-mile ride feel as though it was over much too soon, so I decided that it is now my new favorite bike. I will never buy aluminum again because I have seen what the integrity of steel can do for me on a ride, and it is part of who I am to avoid most things conventional. I can say with confidence that Surly is anything but conventional. It is original, authentic, innovative, and advanced simultaneously, but it is not the typical bike manufacturer. That is why I like the company. When I get on a bike, I want to feel the fact that I am on a bike, both my instigator and my steamroller fulfill that desire every time I jump on and ride. On this ride, I felt as though I was focused completely on the motion, and not on gears or brakes. There is something satisfying about completing a tough ride on a bike that is just as willing to face the task ahead as the rider. The Surly steamroller is that bike. With minimal slippage even off road, a steel frame that absorbs any shock that could be an issue, and the craftsmanship of a company that is not afraid to step outside of the lines of most ordinary bike companies, I must say that this has got to be the most versatile and reliable single-speed I have ever experienced on any level.  Surly, as a company, is about as raw and independent as a company can get, and because of this is able to produce some of the highest quality bicycles and frames the industry could ever hope for. Although they may not be the lightest bikes, they are without a doubt some of the strongest, and if the rider is willing to pedal a bike that weighs a little more, but lasts a lot longer, Surly is the answer. In conclusion, I will assert that I recommend Surly bikes to anybody who is a real rider, and can appreciate all that this brand has to offer. It may not be for everybody, and that is okay, but consider yourself lucky when you get your hands on one of these bikes, because when you do, you probably won’t want to buy from another company. 

